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A aN hy han mae 


to the Chairman, tadies and Bn ae ef the Blofield Rural 
bistrict Couneil 
ce ierit aa, 
pial Chairmen, ladies && gentlemen, 
we In submitting my Arnusl Report for the year 1896 
mags is a “pleasent task to record the Sanitary events of # year charac- 
 terised by an exceptionally low death-rete ane en mimost entire absence 
=f epidemic disease in your District. 
Lin In 1895 the destherats bed fallen to 13.f% per 1,000, the lowest 
point reached during the twelve yenrs I have held the Offiee of Medical 
Officer of Hewlth. this record has now been beaten hy the death-rate 
for the past year declining still further to 11.5 per 1,600 population. 
—.., It is mich to be regretted thet no opportunity is now afforded for 
_ the comparison of this satisfactory atate of the publie health in your 
strict with that of other rursl Districts in the County. For some 
~ years the Norfolk County Council arranged for the tabulation of 
ihe al statistics anét ocensionslly for » synopsis of the Annunl Reports 
r of de O.H.9, but this has been discontinued and no annual record of the 
| at hé@slth of the County s2 a whole is now published. the preetical value 
Of such * Report 2s was prepered by Dr.Cooper-Fattin for the year 1894 
 @annot well be appreciated py any lut Medical Officers of Health. 

In auch a report is to be found a stendard by which an 4.0.H. can 
ae -the deficiencies (or otherwise) ia the ganitetion of his bistrict 
and de also able to sain from it information of the greatest value in 
 ptivising his authority. 

_.., Following the custem of former years in devling with sealants, 
the County Asylum will he considered as outside the District. 


IGN;- taking 30.% (the avernge yesrly increase for the decén- 
nial period 1881 - 91) as © hasis of calculetion, 1 estimate the popu- 
y lation at the middle of 1896 to be 11,406 


_ BIATHS:-— The total number of Rirths during the year wos 299 

| (males 156 females 143). The Rirth-rate stends at 95.3 per 1,000. 
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 BRATHS: The number of denths registered was 132. This gives the 
__- -@xeeptionslly low dexth-rate of 11.5 per 1,000 population. 


| Ivy; phe number of desths nt arés under one year was es 
q slightly in excess of last yenr. this eives « death-rate per 1,000 
births of 117.05. 


; beaths repistered at one, over 65 yeors number only 


ZYMOTIC DISZASE | 

Infectious Diserses (Notification) Act 1689, which works ex- 
ly smoothly in your District, enables me to furnish the follow- 
Hhle showing the incidence of Infectious disease. 
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Perish Fide Canes of Infactious Bisease 
Bre Bhi Scarlet typhoid Diphtheria Mom: Lrysipelas Total 
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"prom this Table it will | be seen that (excluding the Asylum) forty- 
two. Notifications only were received, mand thet these referred for the 
st part, to isolated cases, Tt can therefore be fairly stated that 
‘ing the past year your District has heen free from epidemic disease. 
An analysis of the seven deaths wiich occurred from Zymotic di- 
scone is given ~ the sunfoined Table: - 


Table showing fetal Cases 
Searlet Diphtheria Mem: typhoid Whooping Mentles fotal 
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5 ie ever roup Fever Cough jh fle 
Sth. Walsham Bree | 
Sub-District 6] & 1 2 3 Os 6 

: Blofield | a, 

 Sub-District C 0 0 Q 0 1 i 

é Thorpe 

 St.Andrew C 0 G 0 G re) 6 
Petal iy 0 rT e 3 i q 
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| It will be noticed that in the Blofield Sub-District or Western 
half of the district deaths from infectious disease are represented by 
single @atal case of Uétnsles. It will also be noticed that no 
_ @eaths have been registered as due to Diphtheria, a disease which a 
Fog time ago was very prevalent in the District.. 
% das i a Death-rate stands at .61 per 1,000 population. 
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SCARLET PEvEA:-  ##$ Of the sixteen cases of Scarlet Fever, five were 
notified from Helvergate. This outbreak happily did not extend into 
the magnitude of an epidemic. It was not found necessary to close the 
school, care being taken to exclude these children likely to carry 
infection. the remaining cases were scattered throurhout the district 
and in many instances it was en easy matter to trace the source of in- 
fection from without. 


DIPHTHERIA;- Only eight eases of diphtheria and one under the some- 
what indefinite nomencleturs of "Mem>ranous croup” were notified. 
Three occurred in one house which was found to he in an unsanitary 
state. Steps were taken to rem@dy the defects. 


TYPHOID FEVER: Pifteen cases were notified and two deaths were reris- 
tered as due to this disense . With the exception of a rroup of three 
gases at Upton,which were introduced frora Yarmouth, each case appeared 
$0 be quite unconnected with the remainder. Neo common cause cali 
therefore be assigned for this somewhat unusualky large amount of © 
typhoid. Defective sanitary arrangements were discovered in sone cnse 
ee: steps taken to remedy the same. 


2 


GF The District Was eeiidbtnesbie free from this disease 
mot found necessary to close any Schools on aceount of its 
. I find, however, that threo deaths among children under 
five years of age were registered as due to this cause. 


Information was received of outbreaks in ot. Plumstead and 
Lingwooa which necessitated the rlosing cf the Schools in these parish- 
@s. The death of one infant re.ulted fmm the Lingwood outhresak. 


MUMPS Cantley Scheol was aicsed for one week in consequence of the 
prevalence of this affeetian, 


NEW. BY-LAvs 


Urban powers having been eecoqulred by the Authcrity loave was oh- 
tained from the Locel Governvent Roard on May Sth 1896 for the adoption 
of byo-laws with respect to new Streets and bulidings. It was thought 
expedient to confine their operations, for the preséent,to the parish of 
Thorpe St.Andvrew the most revidly growing Lloeality in the District. 

I desire to congratulate the Council on this initial steno and feel 
littie doubt thet,as evidence accumuistes of tieir usefulness in Thorpe 
Similar bye-laws will be adopted for cther localities where building is 
likely to teke plince. 

The Sections 69 te 88 of these bys-laws which refer to the 
construction cf privies,ash-pits anc cesspools are of especial value 
in your District and it would be an undoubted advantage if these pro- 
visions could be oxtendad so as te affect its entire area. 

The Inspector of Nuisances reports the sueonanen nuisances dealt 
with ie this year 


beficient water supply 13 
“ privy aecommodation | 19 
Insanitary Butcheries « Milk shops. 3 
Poul drains,cesspits etc. 4é 
Deficient drainages i? 
| : Collections of garbage & foul aecumulations. 35 
= % Dilapidated dwellings. 6 


Totel _ 153. 
3. 
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Fepulation, eensus 1891 - 1317 (without Asylum) 
Amnuai rete of incresse 106.4 
pes Estimated for middie of 1896 - 1370 
Births 51- birth rate 37.° 
Deaths 18 - death-rate 15.1 
Summary of deaths - 


At ages under One month § 

act At ages over 65 years 8 
= : From infectious disease 0 
: Drowned l 

At Other ages « from other causes, 4 

18 


el zymotie death-rate - xere. 


Leble showing the estimeted population,the number of 
d@aths,the denth-ratée and mymot ic: death-rate for the 
last tive years. 
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Vass. at Population No.of deaths Beath=rate  Zymotic 


Ty, . j Death-rate 
1892 1330 : 20 15.0 4.5 
1893 — 1340 26 19.1 2k 
(1894, 1350 18 13.3 0 
1895 136. 15 11.¢ ree OT 
1896 L370 18 13,1 a) 


a _ From the shove statement of statistical faets it wili be evident 

_ that the health of this village is maintained in a highly satisfactory 
State, Tt is true the death-rate is tro points hizher than in the 
previous year but on referring to the table giving the summary of 
deaths it will be found that the list is swelled by the deaths of 

five infants at sages under one month. Your of these infants were 
certified as dying from "premature birth" ~- a enuse of death obviously 
unconnected with the sanitatien of the village. But for this unusual 
mortality among newly horn infants the death-rate would have heen lower 
than has heen the case for rany years. 

It is most satisfactory to record that no deaths from heveitk aus 
disease were registered durisg the year in this village. Biphtheria 
Was entirely absent. 

Three cases of scarlet fever and two anses of Typhoid were noti- 
fie. The searlet fever enses Occurred in dwelling houses where 
proper isolation was practicable and presented no difficulties. 

Of the two cases of Typhoid fever the first was notified from a 
cottarce in the Tan Yerd. The source of infection was not discevered, 
This ease was the cause of much anviety and it required the greatest 
care to prevent it secoming the centre of an outbreak. Fortunately 
the pail system has superseded the old privy bin in this yard and it 
is in no small measure owing to this circumstance that an epidemic was 
averted. In connection with this case I desire te testify to the 
efficient way in which the publie scavenger performed his duties both 
in removing daily the infected excreta and flushing the drains with 
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eorrosive sublimets solution. . 
The only other case of typhoid oecurre’ in Hich House and was at 
once traced to defective drainacsé. 
fhe active building operations in the village fully justify the 

adoption by the Council of the Bye-laws réculating the construction 

of New Streets and Buildings..: the working of these Pye~laws since 

May 8th 1896 has resulted in plens for thirteen ner houses heing passed 
: one 26% of plans heing rejected and two heine referred for alterations. 
a -« Fhorpe Villagwe has received during the last five years a larce 
_ ghare of the attention of the District Council and in addition to the 
many improvements carried out has had the advantare of an additional 
sanitary Inspector. the fruit of this extra attention ia now being 
 peaped in an immunity of infeetious disease and a comparative cessation 
«Of complaints of nuisances. © Mr.King (the Ingpeetor) reports that he 
_ +peeeived during the past year only three complaints of nuisances and no 
 eOmplaints what over in connection with the emptying of mails and bins, 
@ very marked differance from what was the state cf the case a fer 
Fears wack. There scens,indéed,at the present time hut Little nec- 
_essity for a special Inspector for Thorne. It must not however be 
meluded thet thorpe is entirely without reproath. A clase of 

mess eOnnected with the disposal of slop-weter and the overflow 

has net yet been satisfectorily dealt with. Notable 
@ “Stmtion Ditch! nuisance,“ which has formed the sub- 
f many reports. this is a matter of sericus importance and one 
» must be taken in hand by the Council sccner or later. L have 
so alipeady advised for the shatoment of this nuisance » sehene which I 
ss HPelieve would be successful and entsii oily a small expenditure. 
Fhe main difficulty is to be found in devermininge en whom the expense 
should fall - on the rate payer or on wrivate individuals contributing 
to the nuisance. On this point,I am happy to eey,it ia not the duty 
of your Wedieal Officer to advise. 
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THE COUNTY ASYLUU = An annual rerort on the health of this institution 
is furnished by the Resident vedical Superintendent. During the past 
or I have received notification of one case of Diphtheria and three 

of Typhoid fever. There were no deaths from infectious disepse. 
Included in the 79 deaths were 13 certified as due 49 Phthisis 
I have the honour to remain 
Your obedient Servant, 
HERBERT H.BACK M.B. 
wed.Off. of Health. 
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